
 

 

November 28, 2016 

  
Dear Michigan Hospital CEO: 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and the Michigan Health & 
Hospital Association (MHA) strongly encourage hospitals to ensure healthcare personnel (HCP) 
are vaccinated to protect patients, staff and visitors from influenza and pertussis. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that all HCP receive an annual flu vaccination 
and a single dose of tetanus toxoid, reduced diphtheria toxoid and acellular pertussis (Tdap) 
vaccine. 

National estimates for the 2015-2016 flu season show that twice as many HCP were vaccinated 
when required by their employer (97 percent versus 45 percent). Data for Michigan shows that 
we fall short of the 90 percent Healthy People 2020 target. Hospitals’ HCP flu vaccination rates 
are publicly available on the CMS’s Hospital Compare website.  

In 2013, the MDHHS conducted a survey of Michigan’s acute care hospitals and found that 65 
percent had a mandatory flu vaccination policy for all HCP; 29 percent had mandatory Tdap 
vaccination policies for at least some HCP. A follow-up survey will be completed in 2016 to 
assess acute care hospitals’ flu vaccination policies and their use of the Michigan Care 
Improvement Registry (MCIR) for documenting administered vaccines. Once completed, 
MDHHS will share the results with the hospital community. 

Recognizing the opportunities to protect against the flu extends beyond the acute care setting, 
the MDHHS will also be surveying long-term-care facilities, whose coverage among HCP was 
less than 70 percent in the 2015-2016 season. This survey will be distributed in November to 
assess flu vaccination policies in these care facilities. Results will be reported as soon as it is 
complete.  

Patients deserve to be protected from flu and pertussis while receiving care, which may be 
accomplished by ensuring that all HCP are up-to-date with these vaccinations. Talking points on 
HCP vaccination for influenza and pertussis and sample policies for influenza and other 
immunizations, including Tdap, are available to assist in reviewing your facility’s vaccination 
policies and taking action. 

For questions on available resources or materials, contact Jalyn Ingalls, influenza 
epidemiologist/coordinator, MDHHS Division of Immunization, at (517) 284-4874. All other 
MHA-member questions should be directed to Sam R. Watson at the MHA at (517) 323-3443. 
 
Sincerely,   

 

     
 

Brian Peters      Eden Wells, MD, MPH, FACPM 
Chief Executive Officer    Chief Medical Executive 
Michigan Health & Hospital Association  Michigan Department of Health and Human 

Services 
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